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no understanding. He was not discouraged and
in Cawnpore in July 1869 he challenged the ortho-
dox Pandits to prove that the Vedas sanctioned idol
worship. The Pandits took up the challenge and
strangely enough the disputants chose as their
umpire a young Englishman Mr. W. Thaire, then
Joint Magistrate of Cawnpore. He had a great
reputation as a Sanskrit scholar. After listening to
the many and lengthy speeches, Mr. Thaire held
that Dayanand had won the controversy and that it
was not the Vedas, but the Puranas that approved
of idol worship.
It was not, however, until A.D. 1872 when Daya-
nand met Keshab Chandra Sen in Calcutta that he
achieved widespread success. At the Brahmo
leader's advice, he began to preach in Hindi and not
in Sanskrit. He also followed Keshab Chandra
Sen's example by founding a society of his own to
which he gave the name, now famous all over India,
of the Arya Samaj. As the head of the Arya Samaj,
Dayanand went to Poona ; but the Deccan then, at
any rate, would have none of him. The Punjab
on the other hand welcomed the new teacher with
open arms. From this time on, Dayanand's pro-
gress was from triumph to triumph. He enjoyed
his victories for about ten years, but in A.D. 1883
death surprised him in Ajmir.
Whether he was right or wrong in his creed, it
would be impertinent for a foreigner to say ; but
there is no doubt but that he was a man. of the
highest gifts. He had handsome features, a fine
presence, a splendid voice and a stupendous
memory. He condemned early marriages and advo-
cated foreign travel. Indeed he maintained that